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OP  THE 


Public  Health  Department, 


* • 

12,  New  Road, 

Porthcawl. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  1948,  and  trust  that 
this  record  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department 
reflects,  to  your  satisfaction,  the  efforts  made  by 
every  member  of  the  Department  to  attain  the 
maximum  health  efficiency  in  the  town. 

I am, 

Mi.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant; 

ETHEL  G.  DAVIES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  of  District  Acres  3,737 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  1,297 

(1931)  1,530 

,,  ,,  ,,  end  of  1948 

(according  to  Rate  Books)  2,547 

Rateable  Value  £67,641 

Estimated  Produce  of  Penny  Rate  £260/6/4 

Social  Conditions. 


The  town  of  Porthcawl  is  a seaside  resort  and  residential 
district.  There  are  no  large  industries  in  the  town,  and  the 
chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  is  the  keeping  of  hotels  and 
boarding  houses.  A small  number  of  men  are  employed  at  coal 
mines  and  limestone  quarries  in  the  adjacent  areas. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1948  and  previous 
Years. 


Net  Deaths  belonging  to  District 


Net  Births.  Under  1 year.  At  all  ages 

No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per 

boot)  1,000.  1,000 


1931 

67 

10.78 

1 

15.00 

70 

11.27 

1935 

1936 

85 

75 

13.21 

11.39 

3 

3 

35.00 

40.00 

84 

97 

13.06 

14.81 

1937 

74 

11.06 

3 

40.00 

74 

11  06 

1938 

78 

11.50 

3 

38.00 

86 

12  72 

1939 

106 

15.08 

3 

28.30 

92 

12  17 

1940 

108 

11.60 

6 

53.00 

114 

12  20 

1941 

135 

13.20 

6 

44.00 

138 

13  50 

1942 

146 

15.60 

5 

34.00 

121 

12  90 

1943 

157 

17.60 

9 

57.00 

109 

12  20 

1944 

147 

17.20 

7 

48  00 

123 

144 

1945 

137 

16.2 

5 

37.00 

125 

14  8 

1946 

1947 
19'48 

146 

169 

152 

17.03 

19.6 

16.5 

2 

7 

4 

0.24 

41.00 

27.39 

113 

145 

129 

13.2 

16.8 

14.006 
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Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1948. 

M 

Live  Births,  Legitimate  67  .. 

Live  Births,  Illegitimate  2 4 6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  16.5 

Still  Births  2 1 3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still 
births)  16.83 

Deaths  69  60  129 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  14.006 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

(Heading  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar’s  short  list)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  Live 


No. 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

Deaths. 
Nil  ... 

and  Still  Births 
Nil 

No. 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

Nil  ... 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  27.39 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  27.39 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  22 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 


o 

F Total 

79  146 
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Causes  of  Death. 


Causes  of  Death. 
All  Causes  


M.  I- 

69  60 


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  - — 

2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  — 

3 Scarlet  Fever  — 

4 Whooping  Cough  2 

5 Diphtheria  — 

6 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  2 


7 Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  

8 Syphilitic  Diseases  

9 Influenza  

10  Measles  

11  Ac.  Polio-Myel.  and  Polio-enceph.  

12  Ac.  Inf.  Enceph.  

13  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  & Oesoph  (M)  Uterus 


(F)  1 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  1 

15  Cancer  of  Breast  — 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  11 

17  Diabetes  — 

18  Inter-Cranial  Vascular  Eesions  6 

19  Heart  Disease  20 

20  Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System  2 

21  Bronchitis  3 

22  Pneumonia  1 

23  Other  Res.  Dis.  ] 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

25  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

26  Appendicitis  

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  3 

28  Nephritis  2 

29  Puer.  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis  

30  Other  Maternal  Causes  

31  Premature  Birth  

32  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis.  3 

33  Suicide  2 

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents  1 

35  Other  Violent  Causes  1 

36  All  other  Causes  7 


3 


1 

2 


6 


2 

23 

2 

2 


1 

3 

2 


1 


12 


Total 


69 


60 


SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by 
an  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff.  The  following  figures  show  the 
number  and  nature  of  specimens  examined  during  1948: — 


Water  (Bacteriological)  29 

Water  (Chemical)  21 

Milk  . 12 

Swabs — Diphtheria  13 

Enteric  2 

T.B.  Sputum  5 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  infectious  cases  the  two  motor  ambulances  of  the 
Cefn  Hirgoed  Hospital  are  available. 

For  Non-Infectious  cases  and  accidents,  one  motor 
ambulance  is  available : the  vehicle  is  maintained  by  the 
Council. 

In  both  instances  the  service  has  been  satisfactory. 

Since  5th  July  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  has  control 
of  the  ambulance  services. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Since  the 
5th  of  July  there  are  two  full  time  District  Nurses  for  this  area. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  continues  to  be  held  weekly,  the  average 
attendance  for  the  year  now  being  increased  to  75. 

Since  July  5th  the  Clinics  are  controlled  by  the  Glamorgan 
County  Council,  including  the  sale  of  baby  foods:  Cod  Liver 
Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin  Tablets  are  supplied  at  the  Clinic, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Local  Food  Office. 
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Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  is  still  being  held  weekly  with  an  average 
attendance  of  25  per  session. 

Blood  tests  on  expectant  mothers  for  Rh.  Factor  and  W.R. 
are  carried  out  regularly  at  monthly  sessions. 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  Clinic. 

Monthly  sessions  are  held  for  the  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

The  nearest  dispensary  for  this  Area  is  the  old  Cottage 
Hospital,  Bridgend. 


Mass  Radiography. 

The  unit  visited  Porthcawl  during  the  period  llth-15th 
October.  Approximately  1,000  persons  X-rayed  at  the  Cesser 
Hall  of  the  Grand  Pavilion,  under  very  satisfactory  conditions, 
with  excellent  results. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Public  Health  Authority,  and  the  nearest  treatment  centre  is 
situated  in  Port  Talbot. 


Hospitals  Available. 

For  Smallpox,  the  nearest  Hospital  is  at  Cefn  Hirgoed  in 
the  Penybont  Area. 

For  general  Fever  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  near 
Bridgend. 

For  Tuberculosis  the  Sanatoria  and  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals  of  the  W.N.M.A.  and  G.C.C. 

For  maternity,  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Wards 
of  the  Mid-Glamorgan  Hospital. 
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A children’s  specialist  is  available  at  the  Mid-Glamorgan 
Hospital  for  any  special  cases  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinic,  or  by  private  practitioners  in  the  area. 

Also  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  School  Clinic  at 
Bridgend  is  available  for  Porthcawl  children  who  may  need 
Orthopaedic,  Dental,  Opthalmic  and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
treatment. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  notification  of  Births  Act,,  which  requires  all  births 
and  still  births  occuring  in  the  Area  after  the  28th  week  of 
pregnancy  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
within  36  hours,  forms  the  basis  of  Health  Visiting. 

The  number  of  births  notified  was  155,  including  3 still 
births. 
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SECTION  C. 


* 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.— WATER. 

(i)  No  new  sources  of  supply  are  in  operation. 

Twenty-nine  samples  have  been  analysed;  24  were 
satisfactory,  and  five  unsatisfactory.  Of  the  latter  one 
sample  was  collected  from  a shallow  well  at  Moor  Lane 
and  the  remainder  from  the  Borehole  at  Fynnon  Fawr. 

Pumping  at  the  Borehole  was  suspended  until  the 
contamination  was  traced  and  steps  were  taken  to  pre- 
vent a recurrence. 

(ii)  The  inhabitants  of  the  Town  derive  their  water 
supply  from  undertakings  owned  and  controlled  by 
the  Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council.  The  Council 
has  Statutory  Powers  to  supply  an  area  of  3,737 
acres  within  which  are  situated  2,500  premises  with 
an  estimated  population  of  nearly  10,000  persons, 
increasing  to  a resident  population  of  30,000  in  the 
holiday  season. 

(iii)  The  main  source  of  supply  is  the  Craig-Yr-Aber 
Impounding  Reservoir,  situated  at  the  head  of  a 
valley  in  the  Margam  U ills.  The  gathering  grounds 
for  this  reservoir  (covering  an  area  of  approx. 
470  acres)  have  been  acquired  by  the  Council  in 
order  to  safeguard  the  supply  against  contamina- 
tion. 

(iv)  The  impounding  reservoir  delivers  raw  water  to  a 
service  reservoir  (1,000,000  gallons  capacity)  which 
is  situated  at  Ty-Coch,  within  the  Urban  Area.  This 
service  reservoir  also  receives  water  from  a brook 
which  drains  an  area  known  as  Cwm  Fadog,  on  the 
Eastern  side  of  the  Craig-Yr-Aber  Valley.  A 
supplementary  supply  of  hard  water  is  pumped,  as 
occasion  demands  from  a borehole  situated  near 
Fynnon  Fawr,  Nottage. 

(v)  The  upland  supplies  are  of  good  quality;  the  water 
from  Craig-yr-Aber  has  a hardness  of  two  to  three 
degrees  whilst  the  Cwm  Fadog  water  is  slightly 
harder,  approximately  7 degrees. 
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Water  obtained  from  the  borehole  at  Fynnon 
I'awr  is  very  hard,  varying  from  30  to  over  50 
degrees  of  hardness  according  to  the  continuity  of 
pumping,  and  the  Chloride  content  of  this  water 
is  abnormally  high 


Copies  of  Reports  on  Chemical  Analysis  of  water 
are  shown  hereunder  : — 


Samples  of  Water 
collected  from — 

Tycoch 

Reservoir 

Borehole  Supply 
Fynnon  Fawr 

Number  of  Sample 

7293 

1327 

Appearance  in  2ft.  tube 

Very  pale  green, 

Verv  pale  green, 

clear 

clear 

Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 

15 

12 

Reaction  pH 

7.2 

7.4 

Total  Hardness 

12.0 

62.0 

(a)  Temporary 

— 



(b)  Permanent 





Chlorides  expressed  as  Cl. 

7.2 

98.0 

Nitrates  expressed  as  N. 

— 



Nitrites  expressed  as  N. 

— 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia 

— 

0.0008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  Oxygen 
absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80  F. 

from  Permanganate 

— 

0.0016 

Poisonous  Metals 

— 



Volume  of  Sediment 

— 

0.05 

Microscopic  Examination  of  the 

Pract.  Nil.  Amor- 

Sediment 

— 

phous  Debris 

Residual  Free  Chlorine  in  parts  per 

million 

0.20 

— 

Remarks. 


7298  A neutral  water  of  medium  hardness.  The  physical 
characters  are  satisfactory. 

1827  A neutral  water  of  excessive  hardness  and  with  a 
very  high  salt  content.  Chemical  analysis  shows  no 
evidence  of  any  recent  organic  contamination. 

Report  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 


Lab.  Ref. 

721 

5602 

Description  of  Sample 

Borehole  83ft. 

Mixed  water  from 

deep.  Tap  on 

Fvnnon  Fawr  & 

delivery  of  pump 

Craig- yr-Aher 

Bacteria  developing  per  ml.  at 

— 

— 

22°C.  in  3 da  vs 

Bacteria  developing  per  ml.  at 

— 

— 

37°C.  in  2 davs 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count 

1 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Approx.  Faecal  Coli  Count 

1 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Approx.  Non-Faecal  Coli  Count 

0 per  100  ml. 

0 per  100  ml. 

Remarks — 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 
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™ The  present  upland  resources  are  insufficient  to  meet  the 
demands  of  consumers  and  the  deficiency  has  to  be  met  by 
increasing-  the  supplies  of  hard  water  from  the  borehole. 

Alternative  schemes  for  improving  supplies  are  still 
under  consideration,  and  include  proposals  for  a new  storage 
reservoir  at  Pantyryll,  Ty-Coch. 

2.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

(i)  The  major  portion  of  the  district  is  sewered  ; one 
small  section  has  a separate  system  for  surface 
water  drainage,  the  remainder  is  on  a combined 
system.  That  part  of  the  Urban  Area  West  of  the 
railway  drains  by  gravity  to  a sea  outfall  near  Iron 
Gate  Point.  Most  of  the  sewage  of  the  Eastern 
section  gravitates  to  a pumping  station  at  Gian 
Road,  the  remainder  to  a sea  outfall  situated 
opposite  the  Red  House,  Newton. 

The  Newton  Beach  sewer  outfall  is  defective  and 
crude  sewage,  escaping  through  the  eroded  cast  iron 
pipes,  causes  serious  fouling  of  the  Beach  in  that  area. 

In  the  past,  unavoidable  circumstances  have  de- 
layed the  execution  of  works  for  remedying  the 
nuisance,  but  the  matter  is  now  so  urgent  that  efforts 
should  again  be  made  to  expedite  the  construction  of 
a new  sewer  outfall  at  Newton. 

(ii)  Important  extensions  to  the  sewers  have  been  made 
during  the  year  to  meet  the  needs  of  new  develop- 
ment on  the  Council's  Housing  Estate,  these  include 
the  following : — 

Foul  System — 500  yards  of  9 inch  and  1,300  yards 
of  6 inch  glazed  earthenware. 

Surface  System — 540  yards  of  9 inch  and  1,293 
yards  of  6 inch  concrete  pipes. 

86  new  houses  were  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewers. 

Cesspools. 

The  number  of  cesspools  in  use  is  43.  In  addition 
to  the  foregoing  there  are  3 septic  tanks. 

These  are  situated  in  parts  of  the  District  to  which 
no  sewer  is  readily  accessible,  and  the  necessary 
extensions  with  a view  to  connecting  up  these 
properties  are  not  at  the  present  time  considered 
practicable. 
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The  emptying  and  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  carried 
out  by  the  Councils  workmen  under  the  direction 
of  the  Surveyor. 

THE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  TOWN  REFUSE. 
Collection. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  staff  under 
the  direction  and  supervision  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
Residential  quarters  have  a weekly  collection  of  their  house- 
hold refuse,  whilst  from  business  centres  and  hotels  the  refuse 
is  collected  twice  and  sometimes  more  often  each  week 

All  refuse  is  collected  in  modern  and  specially  designed 
motor  vehicles  thereby  reducing  to  a minimum  any  nuisance 
which  may  arise. 


Refuse  Disposal. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  is  by  “controlled  tipping,  the 
“Dump”  being  situated  on  the  Sand  Dunes  of  t'he  East  Ward, 
to  the  West  of  Rhych  Avenue. 

Tipping  is  carried  out  in  proper  layer  formation,  the 
refuse  being  levelled  and  top  dressed  with  6 to  9 inches  of 
clear  soil,  sand  or  other  suitable  material. 


Back  Lanes. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  the  back-lanes  of  the  District 
in  as  clean  and  passable  a state  as  present  circumstances 
will  allow.  Frequent  inspections  are  made  with  a view  to 
preventing  deposit  and  accumulation  of  refuse  thereon. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  were:— 


General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply 

Drainage  

Stables  and  Piggeries 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

Factories  

Bakehouses  


71 

205 

6 

15 

193 

41 

17 
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Public  Conveniences  

Theatres  & Places  of  Entertainment 

Refuse  Collection  

Refuse  Disposal  

Rats  and  Mice  

Schools  

Shops  

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 


18 

5 

61 

22 

72 

12 

241 

14 


Housing. 

UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  134 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  160 

UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  9 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  25 

OVERCROWDING. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  90 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  141 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  4 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  9 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  12 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  51 

Visits  re  Disinfection  69 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  2 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to: — 

Slaughterhouses  (Pig  Killing)  34 

Meat  Shops  123 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  27 

Grocers  51 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  15 

Cowsheds  178 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  140 

Food  Preparing  Premises  19 

Restaurants  29 

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SAMPLING— 

Milk — Bacteriological  37 

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  14 

Water  Supplies- — Chemical  21 

Water  Supplies — Bacteriological  29 
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Factories. 

There  are  46  Factories  (Mechanicail  and  Non-Mechanical) 
in  the  District,  as  follows:  — 

Engineering  Works  (Motor  Repairs,  etc.) 

Bakehouses  

Dres^piakers  

Shoemakers  

Plumbers  

Timber  Merchants  and  Joiners  

Sewage  Pumping  Stations  

Builders’  Workshops  

Gas  Works  

Cycle  Repair  Shops  

Quarries  

Monumental  Works  

Upholsterers  

Sand  and  Gravel  Works  

ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACTS. 

Number  of  Shop  Premises  on  the  register  . 

Visits  paid  to  shops  during  the  year  

Number  of  persons  employed  

Adults — Males  

Females  

Young  persons — Males  

Females  

ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS. 

Bed  Bugs. 

Three  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 
The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  and  any  costs  incurred  were  recovered  from  the 
house-holders. 

Other  Pests. 

One  premises  was  treated  for  the  destruction  of  cockroaches. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  1919,  AND  THE 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943. 

Private  Dwellings  Scheme  N.S.  12. 

Number  of  jobs  carried  out  for  rat  destruction  under 


the  Scheme  were  : — 

Private  Dwellings  389 

Sewers  (in  conjunction  with  above)  •••■  42 

Council  Premises  5 

Business  Premises  1 


9 

7 

1 

5 

3 

4 
2 

5 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 


218 

342 

432 

116 

235 

11 

70 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing  two  maintenance  treat- 
ments for  the  destruction  of  rats  in  sewers  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

DISINFECTION. 

Premises. 

Sixty-nine  rooms,  on  fifty-one  premises,  were  disinfected, 
and  the  following  articles  were  treated  at  the  Disinfecting 


Station: — 

Beds  12 

Mattresses  25 

Bedcovers  5 

Blankets  128 

Bolsters  17 

Carpets  1 

Quilts  14 

Pillows  and  Cushions  121 

Rugs  4 

Sheets  51 

Eiderdowns  28 

Articles  of  Clothing  155 

Other  Articles  239 


Total  800 

SCHOOLS  IN  THE  PORTHCAWL  AREA. 


12  visits  were  made  to  Schools  during  the  year. 

Generally  speaking,  the  hygienic  conditions  in  the 
Council  Schools  are  satisfactory. 


Schools. 

A ccommo- 
dation. 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council. 
School  Senior  De-pt.) 

298  

- 12  Wash  down  W.C’s,  1 Urinal 

...  and  6 Wash-hand  basins 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council. 
School  (Infants’  Dept.). 

138  

..  7 Wash-down  W.C’s.,  1 Urinal 
and  6 wash-hand  basins. 

Porthcawl  Nottage 
Council  School  " 

217  

8 Wash-down  W.C’s.  2 Urinals 
..  and  7 Wash-hand  basins. 

Porthcawl  .Secondary 
School  

480  

19  W.C’s.,  11  Urinals,  22 

Wash-hand  basins,  and  9 

Baths. 
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The  schools  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  th? 
Glamorgan  County  Council  who  provide  for  the  medical  inspec- 
tion of  the  scholars. 

The  sanitary  conveniences,  etc.,  are  inspected  periodi- 
cally, and  any  defects  found  are  reported  to  the  Education 
Authority  for  attention.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  the 
co-operation  of  the  Headmasters  is  appreciated,  and  steps  are 
taken  to  exclude  from  school  all  scholars  and  any  articles  which 
have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  scholars  attending  these  schools 
is  “Pasteurised”,  and  periodical  samples  collected  from  this 
supply  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  Bacteriological 
Examination. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

General  Observations. 

As  stated  in  previous  reports,  it  is  not  possible  to  give 
accurate  figures  for  overcrowding. 

Investigations  into  living  conditions  of  applicants  for 
adequate  accommodation  show  that  a number  of  houses  are 
occupied  by  more  than  the  permitted  number. 

Eighty -six  families,  or  362  persons  of  all  ages,  were  re- 
housed during  the  year.  Seventy-six  new  houses  were  built  by 
the  Council  and  ten  houses  were  erected  by  other  bodies  or 
persons. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  of  house  erec- 
tion in  the  Urban  Area  from  1893  to  1948: — 

From  1893  to  1900  55  houses  were  completed  and  occupied 
„ 1900  to  1905  96 

„ 1905  to  1910  492 

„ 1910  to  1915  249 

„ 1915  to  1920  98 

„ 1920  to  1925  223 

,,  1925  to  1930  137 

„ 1930  to  1935  275 

„ 1935  to  1940  337 

„ 1940  to  1945  Nil 

„ 1945  to  1946  14 

,,  1946  to  1947  58 

,,  1947  to  1948  86 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Unhealthy  Areas  Nil 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority — 

(1)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  124 

(2)  Other  Powers  Nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  Year — 

(a)  Total  Q0 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  70 

(2)  By  other  Bodies  and  Persons  in 


33 

33 


3) 

3 3 


3 3 
3 3 
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(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


(1)  By  Local  Authority  76 

(2)  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons  Nil 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or 

Housing  Acts)  

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

the  Sub-Head  (la)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Acts  

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  


146 

185 


ia 

Nil 


121 


2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  13 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  the  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

9H 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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(c)  Proceeding’s  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  ,of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which.  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


One  hunched  and  forty-three  houses  were  inspected  during 
the  year  (130  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  13  under  the 
Housing  Acts) . 


Verbal 

Intimation 

Statutory 

Total 

Housing  Act 

Nil  

10  

13  

23 

Public  Health  Act  

Nil  

42  

17  

59 

Nil  

52  

30  

82 

Number  of  .Statutory  Notices  not  complied  with 2. 

COUNTY  COURT  PROCEEDINGS 

Appeal  against  a Notice  served  bv  the  Council  under  the 
Housing  Act  of  1936,  calling  upon  the  person  having  control  of 
a house  to  execute  works.  01 2 3 4 

The  grounds  0/  appeal  were 


Remark's. 


(1)  J hat  the  house  was  not  of  a 
tv,pe  suitable  for  occupation 
by  persons  of  the  working- 
classes. 


(2)  lhat  the  house  was  in  no  re- 
spect unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion. 

(3)  That  the  work  required  was 
extensive  and  unreasonable. 

(4)  1 hat  the  time  limited  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  was  in- 
sufficient. 


T 


he  appeal  was  dismissed 
with  costs  awarded  to  the 
respondents,  and  the  appel- 
lant was  given  three 
calendar  months  from  the 
day  of  the  hearing  in 
which  to  execute  the 
repairs. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


During  the  Summer  months  ten  sites  were  occupied  bv 
holiday  campers  in  tents  and  motor  trailers.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-three  visits  were  paid  to  camping  sites  in  1948. 

The  figures,  set  out  hereunder,  relate  to  conditions 
prevailing  at  the  peak  period  for  camping,  viz.:  August  (Bank 
Holiday)  week. 


Ordinary  Camps  Organised  Camps 


Aggregate  No.  of 

structures 

occupied 

1433 

300 

Aggregate  No.  of 

occupants 

(approximately) 

(estimated  at 

6 persons 

per  structure) 

8598 

1845 

Total  Camping  Population 

(Actual) 

Total  No.  of  Occupied  Structures 

Year  1948 

10,448 

(1948)  ... 

1,733 

For  Comparison 

Year  1947  

6,262 

( 1947)  ... 

1 ,041 

1946  

8,383 

(1946)  -. 

1,368 

1945  

10,936 

(1945)  ... 

1,706 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  at  a Camp  in  the 
Newton  Area.  Sanitary  arrangements  were  inadequate  and  the 
site  was  badly  overcrowded. 
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SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Three  hundred  and  eighteen  visits  have  been  paid  to 
Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  or  Dairymen  on  Register  at 
end  of  Year  


Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Urban  Area 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  : — 

(a)  Resident  

(b)  Non  Resident  

Number  of  Dairy  Milkshops  

Two  Farms  produce  Graded  Milk  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  

Accredited  


Four  Retail  Purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale 


38 

18 

12 

4 

4 

1 

1 

of 


Designated  Milk 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  2 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary  Ricence)  Z'~.  2 

(b)  Cleanliness  and  Bacteriological  Examination. 

ln  • 'S’"13''  SaraPle/  were  submitted  to  the  County  Bacterio- 

gst’  22  weie  satisfactory,  6 were  of  moderate  purity  and  2 
were  unsatisfactory. 


Tests 


Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  (9) 

Passed  Failed 


Methylene 
Blue  Test 


Pasteurised 
Milk  (4) 

Passed  Failed 


Ungraded 
Milk  (17) 

Passed 


Failed 


B.  Coli  Test  7 2 


17 

11 


III  addition,  and  not  included  in  the  above  12  samnles 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  • these 

thereSamnlCted  FarmS  within  the  Urban  District 

ine  Samples  were  negative. 


All 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses 

Visits  in  connection  with  slaughtering 

Number  of  Meat  Shops  ... 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops 


1 

34 

10 

123 
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Regular  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  carcases  at  the' 
local  slaughterhouses  was  suspended  in  1940,  and  central- 
ised at  the  Port  Talbot  and  Bridgend  Abattoirs.  35  Bacon  Pigs 
were  slaughtered,  in  this  area,  during  the  year.  All  excepting 
one  of  the  carcases  and  offals  were  examined  and  passed  as  fit  for 
human  consumption. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  visits  have  been  paid  to 
other  premises  (bakehouses,  cafes,  fishmongers  ice-cream 
premises)  where  food  intended  for  human  consumption  is 
prepared,  stored  or  sold. 

Food  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome. 

The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption: — 

562  lbs.  Beef,  26%  lbs.  Bacon,  495  lbs.  Rabbits, 
14  tins  of  Meats,  15  stones  9jlbs.  Wet  Fish,  47  Shell  Eggs,  311bs. 
Butter,  91bs.  Jam,  7 tins  of  Evaporated  Milk,  24  tins  of  Milk, 
108  tins  of  Canned  Fish,  119  tins  of  Canned  Fruit,  51bs.  of  Cake, 
123  tins  of  Miscellaneous  Canned  Goods. 

1 Head,  1 Pluck,  1 Stomach  and  Intestines  of  Bacon 
Pig— T.B. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

The  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May, 
1947,  but  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  equipment  an 
extension  of  time  was  granted  for  securing  cooling  apparatus, 
and  indicating  or  recording  thermometer. 

The  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  for  Ice-cream,  states 
that  unless  you  use  a complete  fully  sweetened  powdered  Ice- 
cream Mix,  or  a concentrated  liquid  Ice-cream  Mix  fully 
sweetened,  all  the  ingredients  of  which  have  been  heat  treated 
together  during  manufacture,  and  which  requires  only  the 
addition  of  drinking  water  you  must  heat  treat  your  ingredients, 
with  the  exception  of  colouring,  flavouring  agents,  fruit,  nuts, 
chocolate  or  other  similar  materials,  to  a temperature  of  at  least 
150°F.  for  30  minutes  or  160°F.  for  10  minutes,  and  then  cool 
the  Mix  to  not  more  than  45°F.  within  \\  hours,  and  keep  it  at 
this  temperature  until  frozen  into  Ice-cream.  After  it  has  b:en 
frozen  the  temperature  of  the  Ice-cream  may  not  exceed  28°F., 
without  being  heat  treated  again. 

Number  of  Premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1938,  Part  1,  Section  14  (2): — 

(a)  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  25 

(b)  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice-cream  19 

Visits  of  inspection  in  connection  with  the  above  147 

24 
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—CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 
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Other  offences  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relat- 
ing to  out-work)  


SECTION  F. 


Diphtheria. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  not  a single  case  was  notified 
during  the  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

A very  large  percentage  of  children  were  immunised  during 
the  year.  I find  that  most  parents  respond  readily  to  the 
opportunities  offered  to  them  for  immunisation. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  24  cases  notified  during  the  year,  of  which  15 
were  removed  to  hospital. 

Measles. 

Three  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  the  year,  at 
Treco  Bay  Camp.  All  the  cases  were  removed  to  their  homes 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Whooping  Cough  in  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  when  36  cases  were  notified.  There  were  two  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Totals 
M.  F. 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Noii-Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Totals 

M.  F. 

1—5 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

5—10 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 



1 



20—25 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



2o — 35  

2 

5 

— 

— 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



35—45 

i 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

45—65 

i 

i 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  & up  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tota's  

4 

ii 

4 

2 

8 

13 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

27 


the  Year  1948. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer,  1948. 


to 

<3 

fa 

| ro  1 

CM 

Q 

<3 

•4.4 

o 

hi 

M. 

1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 

O 

fa 

M 1 1 M 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 

i-O 

a 

P 

iO 

CO 

2 

1-™--  1 1 1 1 - 1 

CO 

»o 

fa 

r i"  i- i-  i i" 

IO 

S 

g 

i ro  - i ii  i i i i i 

o 

* 

O 

W 

x: 

$ 

fa 

i i i i i i-  i i-  i 

CM 

$ 

g 

ii  i i m i i i i i 

1 

15—25 

fa 

i i i i i i ii  i ii 

1 

g 

i i i ii  m i i i i 

i 

>0 

fa 

i i i ii  i ii  ii  i 

1 

o 

g 

i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

'gan  or  Part  Affected 

§ 

i I : ! ! • 1 1 j i 

j j • { : : j { 4 

I . 

So  X ta  §j3 

i»_2  §>,!?,  o'rltioS 

TOTALS  

O 

T— 

tf 

| £ J 53  >$■&-  gl 

29 


Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality, 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious 
Diseases  in  the  Year  1948. 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


Births — r£ 

Rive  Births  

Still  Births  

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  

Tuberculosis  

Influenza  

Smallpox  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
Polioencephalitis 

Pneumonia  

Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  Fever  

Paratyphoid  Fever  

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

Scarlet  F'ever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  

Erysipelas  

Smallpox  

Measles  

Pneumonia  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Acute  Polioencephalitis 
Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1 vr.  of 

age  - 

Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

under  2 vrs.  of  age  

Notifications  ( Corrected ) 
Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pvrexia  


England 

and 

Wales 

120  C.B's. 
& Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  Re- 
sident Top. 

25,000- 
50,090  at 
‘.931  Cens's 

London 
A dm  . 
County 

es  per  1,000  Civilian  Population  : — 

17.9  * 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

0.42* 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

10.8  * 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.03 

0.03 

0.04 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

0.08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.00 

Rates 

0.00 

per  1,000  Li 

0.00 

ve  Births  : — 

0.00 

34+ 

39 

32 

31 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

7.34f 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


Bates  per  1,000  Total 
(Live  and  Still)  Births 

Bates  per  million 
Women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  Sepsis  

0.11 

9 

141  .Abortion  without  Sepsis  

0.05 

4 

147  Puerperal  Infections  

0.13 

142-146,  148-150  Other  Maternal 
Causes  

0.73 

* Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 

+ Per  1,000  related  Births, 
f In  London  Puerperal  Fever  alone  was  0.61 
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